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Richard Gorrie 
(affectionately 
known as RBG) died 
on 22 September 
2016, aged 89. 
I was a camper 
under his leadership 
in the 1960s, a 
team member for 
six weeks each 
summer in the early 
1970s and in the 
1980s I became his 
colleague, before 
he retired in 1992.

Those of us who knew 
him best would tease 
him (often behind 

his back), telling “Richard 
stories,” with a very bad 
imitation of his English 
accent, but never to belittle 
him, quite the reverse. It 
was because we held him 
in the highest regard and 
had caught something of 
Christ through his life as 
well as his ministry. He was 
certainly the most formative 
influence on my life. 

Richard was born in 
India in 1927. His father 
was a vicar serving with 
the British Army. Sadly his 
mother died when he was 
two and Richard was sent 
to boarding school from the 
age of six and a half. Richard 
was led to Christ by the SU 
staff worker, Rev Eric Nash 
(Bash to all) on a visit to 
Clifton College, Bristol. In 
turn, Richard would lead 
another schoolboy, 
Michael Green, the 
distinguished evangelist, 
writer and theologian who 
described Richard as “a 
brilliant academic and a 
distinguished athlete.” 
Richard was head boy, 
captain of rugby and 
captain of cricket and led 
the school Christian Union. 
After school Richard went 
on to University College 
Oxford where he got his 
MA as well as a half blue in 
both boxing and archery. For 

six years he helped at Bash’s 
SU Houseparty. He then went 
to Ridley Hall, Cambridge, to 
prepare for ordination. He 
served two curacies, one 
in Oxford and one in South 
London and was involved in 
leading Pathfinder Camps. 

In 1955 a Kingscross 
camp lacked a camp 
leader. Bash suggested 
Richard Gorrie who 
travelled up by train to 
Glasgow and by ferry 
to Brodick, arriving 
tired and sea sick. 
Richard saw some boys 
converted and caught 
a vision for the work in 
the Scottish prep and 
public schools.  

Richard joined the staff in 
November 1956 and remained 
until July 1992. His work was 
simple — to visit schools 
during term-time taking what 
opportunities there were, either 
to speak at assemblies, take RE 
classes or to start or strengthen 
a school SU Group. At Easter 
he would run houseparties 
and in the summer, camps. 
He encouraged Christian 
teachers to start a school 
group. A key purpose was 
camp advertising. He would 
also visit universities to recruit, 
and after speaking at the CU he 
made appointments with likely 
leaders or cooks for the future.
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At camp he was respected 
by everyone. His talks 
were simple, biblical and 
memorable and there was a 
still hush when he spoke. You 
sensed that God was at work. 
He seemed to wear the same 
clothes at camp (a green 
jersey and long white shorts) 
year after year! He wanted 
people to come to faith, but 
his delight was in seeing them 
begin to give themselves in 
lives of Christian service. You 
were both drawn to Richard 
because you wanted what he 
had, and, at the same time, 
kept your distance because 
you felt inadequate. His 
own holiness and devotion 
however was not a hard, dry 
thing but warm and lovely. His 
catchphrase “Do you think it is 
wise?” was an encouragement 
to help you articulate your 
thoughts before he offered 
some pertinent guidance!

In 1966 the work had grown 
and a colleague, Rev John 
Briggs, was appointed who 
would stay till 1979. They 
were a perfect team and the 
work prospered. From 1960–
74 Richard was also part-time 
chaplain at Fettes. In 1974 
Boss Meiklejohn retired and 
Richard relocated to Glasgow, 
where, for the next 6 years, he 
became Schools and Camps 
Director. In 1980, following a 
strategy conference, Eileen 
Clark was appointed Schools 
Director, Graham Wilson 
became Camps Director and 

Richard went back to his work 
in the Independent Schools. 

In his early 50s in 1980 
Richard got married, to 
Margaret. Though many 
were initially surprised, 
all were delighted for 
him and for Margaret, 
who proved to be the 
perfect support and 
foil for Richard over 
the next 36 years. 

The camps he ran were 
targeted for the Independent 
School sector (at a time 
when people were more 
class conscious). They were 
variously rebadged from 
VPS Camps (Varsities and 
Public Schools), to the more 
neutral B and H Camps 
(Border and Highland), to 
finally Independent Schools. 
After John left, Richard had 
various colleagues for short 
periods; Tom Burt 1979–81, 
Stephen Wright 1981–83, 
then, after a three year gap, 
Eddie McKenna 1986–89. 
Finally, Tim Middleton was 
appointed as colleague 
and successor and Andy 
Bennett came to assist him.
Richard attracted enormous 
commitment from volunteers 
who served alongside him. 
He had some very able 
“Adjies” (Assistant Camp 
Leaders) in Jock Stein, Eric 
Morgan, John Towers, Chris 
Bennett, George Martin, 

all who made an indelible 
imprint on camps, with men 
like Aiden Burn-Murdoch, 
Robin Easton, Colin Turner 
and others shaping the junior 
camps. Each generation 
would have their stand out 
leaders and a number of 
them took prominent roles 
in the church and public 
life, among whom was Tom 
Wright, a leading theologian. 

Senior pupil Easter 
Houseparties for many 
years were at Gean House 
in Alloa, but the summer 
camps lacked a permanent 
base. From the mid 1960s 
onwards they were either in 
various locations in the Spey 
Valley or over in Ballater. 
When the junior and senior 
camps split, the Junior/Colts 
camps were at Ballater and 
the Senior camps at Kincraig. 

All through the 1970s 
and 1980s Richard 
prayed for “a field with 
a hut in the corner”. 
God’s answer was 
Alltnacriche — some 
field and some hut! 

In a similar way God’s answer 
to a need for a worker in the 
Independent sector was 
Richard — and many are 
grateful to God that again 
he gave more than we could 
have asked or thought. 

Colin Sinclair

Richard Gorrie: a remarkable life


